



Using Prepositions with 
Action Verbs 
PODCAST #01 : Welcome to this new series of “The Deep Dive” In 
today’s episode, Dan and Mary will discuss about the use of 

prepositions combined with actions verbs. We hope you enjoy it!

D: Have you ever, like, read something and thought, wait, that just took me 
to a whole other place? Like, I'm not just reading the words anymore. I'm 
practically living it. 


M: Oh, absolutely. That's the power of descriptive language pulling you into 
the scene.


D: And you know what I've realized plays a huge e role? Prepositions. 


M: Seriously. Those often overlooked words like over, into, towards, they can 
make or break a sentence. 


D: And that's what diving into today with using prepositions with action 
verbs. At first, I thought, oh, grammar rules. 


M: Right. Sounds a little dry. But trust me, this deep dive is anything by U2. 
It's all about how prepositions bring action verbs to life.


D: Okay. So before we get too ahead of ourselves, remind us what 
prepositions are exactly. 


M: So, basically, they're those little words that show the relationship between 
a verb and, like, the rest of the sentence. They tell us the where, the when, 
the how of the action. 


D: So instead of just saying “the spaceship landed”, it's “the spaceship 
landed on the platform with the thud”. 


M: Yes. Suddenly, you're not just told about the landing you're experiencing 
it. You're hearing that thud feeling the impact. 


D: And I'm guessing choosing the right preposition makes all the difference.


M: Absolutely. Even small swaps can dramatically change the image, like 
“the robot moved towards the city” versus “the robot lumbered towards the 
city”. 
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D: Oh, I see it. “Lumbered” paints a much different picture than just 
“moved”. 


M: Exactly. It's not just about being grammatically correct. It's about 
choosing the most evocative language. 


D: Okay. We've covered the basics. 


M: Yeah.


D: But I have a feeling this deep dive goes way beyond that. 


M: Oh, absolutely. It gets super interesting when we start looking at specific 
verb and preposition combos and how those can evoke some really specific 
imagery and emotions in the reader. The source dives into some cool 
examples like “the boat drifted across the lake” versus “the boat cut across 
the lake”. Just one word, but totally different vibe. Right? 


D: Yeah. Totally get it. “Drifted” sounds so peaceful and serene, but “cut”, 
that's like action packed. Like, the boat's on a mission.


M: Right. It adds a layer of intentionality, and it gets even more interesting 
when the source talks about point of view. Like, “she walked towards the 
mansion” versus “the mansion loomed towards her”. Same preposition, 
but… 


D: Woah. Yeah. Talk about a mood swing. The first one's like an adventure, 
but the second one sounds straight up creepy. 


M: Exactly. Suddenly, the mansion's the one in control. It's all about how 
these choices subtly influence the reader's emotions, their whole experience 
of the story.


D: Man, I never thought I'd be so captivated by prepositions. Who knew they 
were the secret sauce to good storytelling? 


M: Right. And the source takes it even further with what they call additional 
combinations. Things like round and round, headlong, in and out. We're not 
just talking static locations anymore. 


D: Totally. It's like those phrases add a whole new layer of movement and 
direction. Instead of just saying “the bird flew”, it becomes “the bird soared 
upwards then swoop down towards the shimmering water”. 
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M: See? Way more dynamic. Now we're not just observers. We're right there 
in the moment feeling the wind, seeing the sunlight on the water. 


D: And it's all thanks to those little prepositions. They really do pack a punch 
when it comes to creating a truly immersive experience for the reader.


M: It’s like painting a picture with words. And the prepositions, they're like 
those subtle brushstrokes that add depth and texture, making the whole 
image come alive. 


D: I gotta say this deep dive has really opened my eyes to the power of 
prepositions. I used to think they were, like, just these little words you learn 
in grammar class. 


M: Right. But there's so much more than that. They add this whole other 
dimension to the language. 


D: But how do we actually become better at using them? It's one thing to 
understand it, but how do we put it into practice? 


M: Well, the source really emphasizes the importance of just paying 
attention. You know? Like, when you're reading or listening to something, 
really focus on how the writer or speaker is using prepositions. 


D: So it's like trading your ear for it. 


M: Exactly. The more you notice it in other people's writing, the more it'll 
start to come naturally in your own.


D: I like that. So it's not about memoizing rules. It's about developing an ear 
for what sounds right. 


M: Exactly. And don't be afraid to experiment. Try out different prepositions. 
See how they change the feeling of your sentence. 


D: It’s like we've been given this whole new set of tools to play with. So for 
our listeners out there who might be feeling a little overwhelmed by all this, 
what's the one thing you want them to take away from this deep dive? 


M: Umm. That’s a good question. I think the biggest takeaway is that 
prepositions are powerful. They can make your writing more vivid, more 
engaging, more effective, so don't underestimate those little words. 


D: It’s like we've uncovered this secret weapon for better communication. 
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M: Exactly. And it's a weapon we all have access to. It's just about learning 
how to use it effectively. 


D: Well said. So to our listeners out there, keep exploring, keep 
experimenting, and keep those prepositions working hard for you. Until next 
time on “The Deep Dive”.
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