Tech Talk/ Expanding
Your Vocabulary

PODCAST #S1E2 : Welcome to this new episode
of “The Deep Dive” In today’s episode, Dan and Mary will explore
technology vocabulary and how this can help you expand your
communicative skills. We hope you enjoy it!
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M: Ever feel like you're stuck in a time warp when tech jargon starts flying
around?

D: Oh, tell me about it. It could feel like a whole new language sometimes.
Right?

M: Right. Like, you need a secret decoder ring to even follow the
conversation.

D: Exactly.

M: But not today. Today, we're tackling those essential tech terms head on.
Think of this as your crash course in sounding like a tech whiz even if you're
not quite there yet.

D: We’re diving deep into those buzzwords we hear everywhere. Cloud
computing, artificial intelligence, the whole shebang, and really breaking
them down so you can feel confident navigating the digital world.

M: And our guide for this tech glossary deep dive is “Tech Talk, expanding
your vocabulary”. Just checking it out earlier. It seems perfect for this. It's
geared towards intermediate learners, not too basic, not too technical, right
in that sweet spot.

D: Love it. It really highlights how these concepts are relevant to our
everyday lives too.

M: Yeah. Definitely. So why don't we kick things off with the term we hear
everywhere, cloud computing? | feel like everyone's talking about the cloud
these days.



D: Right. It's everywhere, but it's actually a pretty simple concept. Imagine
being able to access all your files, your photos, your music, everything from
any device anywhere in the world.

M: Okay. That makes sense.

D: That’s the power of the cloud.

M: Right.

D: It’s like having a universal digital locker that you can access from your
phone, your laptop, even your smart TV.

M: So instead of carrying around a giant external hard drive, it's all up in the
cloud.

D: Gotcha.
M: Yeah.

D: Makes sense. Now what about artificial intelligence? This one feels like
it's straight out of a sci-fi movie.

M: It does, doesn't it? Yeah. Al is definitely having a moment, and it's rapidly
moving from science fiction to reality.

D: It’s true.

M: Basically, Al is about machines mimicking human intelligence.

D: OK.

M: They can process information, learn from data, and even make decisions.
D: Woah. Woah. Woah. Hold on. Machines making decisions.

M: It sounds crazy. That's where we are. Think about it. We already have self
driving cars, personalized recommendations on streaming services, even Al

assisting doctors with medical diagnosis.

D: Al diagnosing diseases. That's incredible and maybe just a little bit
unnerving. It's definitely both.



M: Speaking of futuristic technology, this source also delves into virtual
reality or VR. Now this one | get kinda like those VR headsets you see
advertised everywhere.

D: Exactly. While Al is changing how we interact with information, VR is
changing how we experience it.

M: Okay.

D: Imagine putting on a headset and being transported to another world.

M: Like, literally?

D: Literally. A three-dimensional environment where you can interact with
your surroundings, whether it's exploring ancient ruins or performing a virtual
surgery.

M: Wow. It's like stepping into a video game.

D: Exactly.

M: That brings to mind augmented reality or AR, which feels like VR's less
immersive cousin maybe. What are your thoughts?

D: Yeah. You could say that. While VR is about creating entirely new realities,
AR overlays digital information onto the real world.

M: Okay. So it's adding to what's already there.

D: Precisely. Picture this. You're walking down the street, and your phone
camera displays information about nearby landmarks, restaurants, or even
available apartments for rent.

M: Okay. That's pretty handy. No more wandering around lost with AR.

D: Exactly

M: Next up is the Internet of Things or loT. This one sounds a little
intimidating, | have to admit. Is it like a whole network of devices talking to
each other?

D: You got it. The loT connects everyday objects to the Internet, enabling

them to send and receive data, which can be used in all sorts of interesting
ways.



M: Okay. Like, what what are we talking about here? Give me some
examples.

D: Think about your refrigerator telling you when you're low on milk or your
thermostat adjusting the temperature before you even get home from work.

M: So from Al making decisions to our fridge ordering groceries, we're living
in the future. This is wild. But with all this connectivity with our fridges and
and thermostats and everything being online, doesn't that open us up to a
whole new world of problems?

D: That’s a really important point, and it brings us to our next term,
cybersecurity.

M: Right. Because if everything's connected, that also means everything is
vulnerable.

D: Exactly. As more devices connect to the Internet, cybersecurity becomes
absolutely paramount. It's about protecting our data, our privacy, and
ensuring these technologies are used safely and responsibly.

M: And, I'm assuming that's no easy feat, especially with the pace of
technology these days. It seems like there's a new vulnerability every other
day.

D: It’s a constant cat and mouse game. That's for sure. But it's essential to
stay ahead of the curve to make sure our digital lives are secure.

M: Okay. Duly noted. Now let's unravel the mystery of our last term,
algorithms. We hear this term thrown around a lot, especially when talking
about social media and search engines, but what are they really?

D: Think of algorithms like recipes for computers.

M: Recipes...

D: They’re sets of rules that determine what happens next based on a
specific set of inputs. So whether it's the order of search results on Google

or the recommendations you see on Netflix, it's all determined by algorithms.

M: So when | spend an hour scrolling through cat videos on YouTube, that's
an algorithm's doing.

D: You got it. They're designed to keep you engaged, and sometimes they're
a little too good at their job.



M: You can say that again. Now what's great about Tech Talk is that it
doesn't just throw definitions at you. It provides practical tips for actually
integrating these terms into your own vocabulary. Like, how do you actually
use these words in a sentence?

D: | love that about this source too. They suggest things like reading tech
articles, watching explanatory videos, even using language learning apps.

M: Okay. So actively engaging with the material, trying to use these terms in
your own conversations makes sense.

D: Right. The more you use them, the more comfortable you'll become.

M: So to wrap things up, it sounds like the key takeaway here is that you
don't need to be a programmer or a tech genius to understand these
concepts.

D: Exactly.

M: With a little effort and some curiosity, anyone can gain a deeper
understanding of the technological landscape, which feels more important
than ever these days.

D: What’s fascinating is how accessible this type of knowledge is. You don't
need a PhD in computer science to grasp these concepts.

M: It’'s about being informed and empowered and feeling confident in
engaging in conversations about these transformative technologies, because
let's be real, they're not going anywhere.

D: It’'s about equipping you with the knowledge and vocabulary to not just
understand the future, but to help shape it.

M: And that's what this deep dive is all about. Now here's something to
ponder as we sign off. As these technologies continue to evolve at
breakneck speed, what excites you the most and what gives you pause?
Until next time, keep exploring, keep learning, and remember, you've got
this.



